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Thereupon the carpenters got up a petition to the govern-
ment to send the fire-engine away, because it ruined their
business.
74.   The instance is grotesque and exaggerated, but it
is  strictly true  to the principle  of protectionism.    The
southern counties of England, a century ago, protested
against the opening of the great northern turnpike, because
that would bring the products of the northern counties to
the London market, of which the southern counties had
had  a  monopoly.    After  the  St.  Gothard  tunnel  was
opened the people of southern Germany petitioned the
Government to lay higher taxes on Italian products to
offset the cheapness which the tunnel had produced.    In
1837 the first two steamers which ever made commercial
voyages across the Atlantic arrived at the same time.   A
grand celebration was held in New York.   The foolish
people rejoiced as if a new blessing had been won.   Man
had won a new triumph over nature.   What was the gain
of it?   It was that he could satisfy his needs with less
labor than before; or, in plain language, get things cheaper.
But in 1842 a Home Industry Convention was held in New
York, at which it was alleged as the prime reason why more
taxes were needed, that this steam transportation had made
things cheap here.1   Taxes were needed to neutralize the
improvement.
(A) TAXES TO OFFSET CHEAPENED TBANSPOBTATION.
75.   For the last twenty-five years, to go no farther
back, we have multiplied inventions to facilitate trans-
portation.   Ocean cables, improved marine engines, and
screw steamers, have been only improved means of sup-
plying  the  wants  of   people  on   two   continents   more
abundantly with the products each of the other.   The
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